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Principalôs Update 

As we begin the final quarter of the academic year, I would like to share the following 

important dates with our school community. Specific information will be emailed as 

well as posted on our school website calendar.  
 

× Relay for Life Weston/Westport   May 7 from 2:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

× Junior & Senior Prom, Stamford Hilton  May 20 from 6:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. 

× Advanced Placement Exams   May 2-13  

× Senior Internship Begins     May 2 

× Participants not taking AP   May 2 

× Participants taking AP     May 16  

× Companyôs Dialogue    May 22 

× Annual Awards Ceremony    June 3 at 8:30 a.m. 

× Company Banquet, Rolling Hills Country Club June 6 

× Senior Internship Presentations   May 23-June 3 

× Senior Athlete/Captain Awards    June 5 at 6:00 p.m. 

× Senior Class Trip, Six Flags New England June 8 

× Senior Banquet, Rolling Hills Country Club June 9 from 7:00 p.m.to 9:00 p.m. 

× Final Exams     June 7-13 

× Graduation Rehearsal    June 10-13 

× Graduation      June 13 at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Academic Programs 

Journalism 

Student journalists from the Warhorse traveled to Columbia University to attend the Columbia 

Scholastic Journalism Convention.  They participated in programs and 

presentations from leaders in the field of journalism.  The sessions 

focused on leading effective staff meetings and incorporating podcasting 

and video into online newspapers to mastering the art of interviewing.  ñIt 

was a rejuvenating experience,ò says Mrs. Eisenman, the school 

newspaper adviser.  ñAll of these student journalists left inspired.  I canôt 

wait to see them put their new knowledge into practice.ò 
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Modern World History 

Historians in Miss Conettaôs Honors Modern World Studies class 

recently explored newspaper clippings and selected Life magazines to 

further understand the WWII era from these American-perspective 

outlets.  Students, clad in archival gloves, evaluated the documents to 

assess outlooks on civilian involvement in the war, US propaganda, and 

media reports of military activity and American strategy.  Together, the 

students compared American public perceptions to our other Axis and 

Allied angles discussed in class.  A special thank you to Mrs. Snaith and 

Mr. French for compiling the documents from our library archives. 

 

Project Lead the Way  

Computer Integrated Manufacturing students are working 

together to develop a production process for their current 

project.  They are producing brackets that will be mounted 

outside of each classroom to display teacherôs names.  This 

unit exemplifies collaboration centered on authentic learning.  

 

Social Studies 

All students in Introduction to Economics are currently participating in the Franchise 

Simulation.  This problem-based learning activity challenged students to use their knowledge of 

microeconomics to determine which restaurant franchise that does not currently exist in Fairfield 

County would have the greatest chance of success.  As part of the task students will create a Cost 

Benefit Analysis, two microeconomic models, and a business plan; conduct a presentation of findings; 

and create their own commercial.  Top performing students will be presenting their Franchise 

Simulation to a panel of local restauranteurs and business owners during the week of April 25.  

 

All grade nine students are currently participating in an interdisciplinary project on the topic of disease. 

In this performance-based assessment, students will be answering the essential question: What 

infectious disease is the greatest threat to us?  Throughout this year in World Studies students have 

worked with the concepts that history can be influenced by disease and societal interactions can 

influence the spread of disease; while in their science classes students have looked at how humans and 

other organisms co-exist with micro-organisms and these interactions have shaped evolution.  Disease 

is one of the consequences which occurs as individuals and peoples interact with each other and their 

environment.  As the culmination of this work, students will direct and produce a Public Service 

Announcement about the disease they have selected.  The top PSAs will be shown to a panel of experts 

who will provide authentic feedback on the content and impact of the student work.  

 

Videography 

Mr. Brencher's students travelled to NBC 30 in West Hartford on April 1.  Students were given a 

behind-the-scenes look at what goes on during a live news show.  They were 

able to meet investigative reporter Len Besthoff, who discussed his role at 

the station.  During the live broadcast of the 11:00 a.m. show, students were 

allowed to enter the control room and go on the set to see all that goes into 

producing a live news show.   

 



College and Career Center 

On Wednesday, April 27, the College and Career Center will host Career Day for sophomores and 

seniors from 8:45 a.m. - 10:50 a.m.  After listening to opening remarks, the students will have the 

opportunity to hear from and interact with professionals from various fields regarding their college 

major and the resulting career path.  Students will receive a glimpse of the many different pathways to 

achieve their career goals.  

 

Summer is not that far off, and itôs a good time to start thinking about how you would like to spend the 

summer, and what you would like to do.  The updated version of the Summer Opportunities is 

available in the College & Career Center and on the CCC website.  

 

Professional Development 

This month, social studies teachers Mr. Jorge and Mr. Passarelli attended a professional development 

workshop at the Connecticut Association of Schools center in Cheshire.  The focus of this training was 

how to better integrate skills needed by students on the SAT exam into social studies courses, and how 

data from our studentsô performance on the SAT exam can help promote changes in social studies 

courses which will assist students both in the classroom and on standardized testing.  This workshop 

was facilitated by Alan Bernstein, senior director for the College Board.  Mr. Jorge and Mr. Passarelli 

both enjoyed the conversation and presentation, and will be sharing what they learned with their 

colleagues back in Weston. 

 

Co-Curricular Programs 

Athletics 

All of our winter competitions are finally finished and we would like to congratulate the following 

teams: 

¶ State Champions: Boys ski team and boys swim & dive team 

¶ State Runners-Up: Girls ski team, girls indoor track & field team, and Staples-Weston-Shelton 

ice hockey team 

¶ Southwest Conference Champions: Boys ski team and girls indoor track & field team 

 

Members of the boys' soccer team braved the 

cold March air and sea on Saturday, March 

12 to raise money and awareness for a great 

cause.  The first annual Polar Plunge to 

benefit Urban Impact took place at beautiful 

Jennings Beach in Fairfield, where the boys 

joined forces with other community members to raise over $2,000. 

They were joined by Weston High School varsity coach Kevin 

Fitzsimmons, as well as Weston resident Mr. Myers, the new Executive Director of Urban Impact. 

 

Company 

Legally Blonde was a tremendous success with our ensemble performing 

for record crowds.  Both productions have been nominated for Halo 

awards, which is a statewide competition for high school theater.  

 

 



Moot Court 

Six Weston students were the first from our high school to participate in a Moot Court competition at 

University of Connecticut at Storrs on Saturday, April 2.  Students developed arguments to 

demonstrate how the government had or had not violated a plaintiffôs fifth and fourteenth amendment 

rights.  After analyzing several relevant cases, they were able to argue their views in front of UConn 

law students.  The team was coached by Marcia Hamelin and Kate Moore, with Mrs. Del Savio serving 

as Advisor.  As first-time competitors, the group performed well, with one team advancing to the semi- 

finals.  

 

Student Government 

Our annual Color Clash will take place the week of April 25-29.  Events include dress up days, food, 

Friends & Funk Part II, and dodgeball.  Students should check their school email for all 

communications.  

 

Teen PeaceWorks  

Teen PeaceWorks and Student Government presented the Domestic 

Violence Crisis Center with over $900 in donations.  The two groups 

raised money during February's Sweet Silent Auction and bake sale, 

sponsored by the Weston DV Task Force, in addition to student 

government's monthly Shine a Light campaign. 

 

Model United Nations 

Under the direction of advisor and social studies teacher Mr. Jorge, The Model United Nations club 

recently attended the United Nations International Schoolôs annual 

conference at the UN building in New York City.  Our students heard 

presentations from three excellent speakers, including Suroosh Alvi, the co-

founder of Vice Media, and Buzz Bissinger, an award-winning journalist 

and author.  The focus of the conference was on the influence and role of 

media in the world.  In addition, they took a tour of the UN building and 

spoke with high school students who attend the UN International School. 

 

Alumni News 

Alex Brandfon, Class of 2003, is president of Riverbend Wood Floor of Ridgefield, CT.  

 

Sophie Cole, Class of 2005, is living in Venice, California, where she works in the film 

industry as a wardrobe stylist.  Her brother, Walker Cole, Class of 2008, interns in restaurant 

development with restaurateur Keith McNally in New York City. 

 

Kate Frisch, Class of 2010, received her undergraduate degree from the University of Richmond in 

international relations with a minor in African studies.  Kate is currently in her second year of law 

school at Roanoke College.    

 

Jessica Reilly, Class of 2012, will graduate University of Vermont this May and leave for South Africa 

on July 4 to work with the Peace Corps.   
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Weston-Bridgeport Music Exchange Program 

We recently held the second installment of the Weston-Bridgeport Music Exchange Program.  In its 

eighth year of operation, this program brings together students from the Weston Middle School eighth-

grade orchestra and the combined orchestra of High Horizons and Multicultural Magnet Schools, from 

Bridgeport, CT.  Students sit side-by-side with a musician from the opposite school, coached by the 

conservatory-trained Haven Quartet and bassist David Uhl.  The activities included full ensemble 

rehearsals of three pieces of music, as well as section-specific time, so that students could hone their 

technique and ensemble skills.  The finale concert for this program will take place on May 27 at 1:00 

p.m., in the WHS auditorium. 

 

      

Spectrum 

Our middle school bands and jazz bands were showcased alongside the WHS bands in the annual 

Spectrum concert at the high school on March 16.  The unique concert format presents various musical 

experiences from our young student musicians in as pure a form as possible, without applause, gaps 

between performances, or visual distraction.  The packed-house audience was treated to a variety of 

genres from musicals, TV and motion picture themes, and American classics.  Thank you for 

supporting the importance of music education during National Music in Our Schools Month. 

 



                       
Seventh Grade Students Visit MoMath 

On March 30, the seventh grade travelled to the National Museum of Mathematics (MoMath) in New 

York.  This trip was the result of the studentsô participation in a math PBA last year as sixth graders. 

Lindsey Greenberg, seventh-grade student and designer of this field trip experience, assisted Mrs. 

George and Mr. Marone in planning the trip for the entire seventh grade.  At MoMath, students 

engaged in two educator-led sessions focusing on different math concepts.  They were also able to 

explore the hands-on museum exhibits demonstrating the various ways in which math is part of the 

world around us. It was a great learning experience for our students. 

 

Advisory Update 

Our advisory program has been focusing on how to change our thoughts and actions when faced with 

negative behaviors.  Students were asked to brainstorm strategies to use when they have either 

participated in or have been the recipient of exclusion, gossip, and hurtful teasing.  Some of the 

strategies to reinforce at home are: 

 

Instead of participating in negative behavior: Resist the temptation to exclude others or put 

people down.  Empathize and ask yourself, ñHow would I feel if I was left out or put down?ò  

Try changing the subject when someone shares gossip with you.  When you are tempted to 

gossip, say a compliment about that person instead.  Think before you speak.  Think of the 

toothpaste analogy: you canôt get all the toothpaste back in the tube if you let it out.  This is the 

same with your words.  Apologize for past behavior, and let the person know you will stand by 

them in the future, not against them. 

 

When faced with negative behavior: Remind yourself that ñno one can make you feel inferior 

without your consent.ò ïEleanor Roosevelt.  Review your positive qualities and be proud of 

who you are.  If comfortable, respond with ñThatôs your opinion, not mine.ò  If you need an 

adult, ask for help. 

 

Eighth-Grade Writing Portfolio 

Our grade eight students are currently building their Grade 8 Writing Portfolios.  This portfolio is a 

way for students to demonstrate their abilities in writing, thinking, and learning.  Building the portfolio 

gives students the opportunity to present themselves outside of the typical classroom context and to 

receive personalized feedback on strengths and goal areas from writing experts from both within and 

outside Weston Middle School.  During this process, students will: 

¶ Review their major writing in grades 7 and 8 and make choices about what pieces can best 

represent them as a writers; 

 



¶ Revise and edit their chosen pieces so to showcase their best writing; and 

¶ Write a letter presenting the student, and his/her writing, to the assessment team. 

 

This portfolio process and expectations are aligned with the Grade 10 Writing Portfolio to best 

communicate district-wide writing expectations with our students.  English and social studies teachers 

have been working with our students throughout this process. Portfolios are due on April 20.. 

 

World Language Contests 

Seventh- and eighth-grade Spanish students participated in the National Spanish Exam.  This contest 

measures achievement and proficiency of students who are studying Spanish as a second language.  In 

the spring of 2015, a total of 157,702 students participated in the online version of the exam.  The 

National Spanish Examinations are recognized by many administrative and teaching associations and 

organizations at the local, state and national levels.  The National Association of Secondary School 

Principals has placed this program on the NASSP National Advisory List of Contests and Activities for 

2015-2016.  Results will be made available in late April.  Buena suerte to all participating students. 

 

Eighth-grade French students participated in the Grand Concours, or National French Contest.  This is 

an annual competition sponsored by the American Association of Teachers of French.  As part of the 

event, French students in grades 1-12, in all 50 states and abroad, take a written test and compete 

against students with similar educational backgrounds for prizes.  In 2015, nearly 91,000 students 

participated in the competition.  Students will be recognized for their achievement on the National 

French Contest at the WMS World Language Celebration in late May. 

 

Counselors Plan Career Day for Eighth Graders 

This spring, after much consideration and feedback, the WMS School Counselors are gearing up for 

our first annual in-house Career Day experience for our eighth graders on Thursday, May 26, 

2016.  We are very excited about the opportunity to bring in experts and professionals from the Weston 

community from different career avenues directly to our students.  The eighth graders have already 

completed career surveys and explored different pathways that they would be more interested in 

learning about.  We will use this information to match students to four career sessions that would be 

led by a professional.  Our slots are almost filled, but we are still looking for a physician/medical 

professional and an expert in sports broadcasting or advertising.  If you are available to participate in 

this yearôs Career Day or if there are parents of rising eighth graders that are interested in participating 

for next year, please email our counseling staff: Lauren Davi (Grade 8) laurendavi@westonps.org, 

Ande Ogden (Grade 7) andeogden@westonps.org, and Jennifer Doyle (Grade 6) 

jenniferdoyle@westonps.org. 

 

Seventh-Grade Science Update 

In seventh-grade science, students have been learning about characteristic properties 

of matter.  These properties are useful because they help identify substances.  For 

example, students identified brass, copper, steel and aluminum by measuring the 

mass and volume, calculating the density, and comparing their results to literature 

values.  We have also seen that conductivity can help identify metals using a 

ñconduct-o-meterò.  The conduct-o-meter has five spokes attached to a central hub.  

Each spoke is made of a different metal- copper, nickel, steel, brass, and aluminum.  

Using a candle, a metal bead was affixed to the end of each spoke with wax.  The 
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hub was held over a Bunsen burner, heat was conducted to the end of the spoke, the candle wax 

melted, the metal beads dropped, and we recorded the order in which the beads dropped off their 

spokes.  The bead that dropped first was attached to copper.  We compared the relative bead-drop order 

to literature values and found that our experiment had perfect agreement.  We also experimented to 

compare the solubility of sugar and salt in water, and the solubility of salt in water compared to 

rubbing alcohol. We learned that solubility is another measurable and quantifiable 

characteristic property of matter.   

 

Students Prepare Dishes from the Spanish-Speaking World 

Seventh-grade Spanish students prepared and shared 

Hispanic dishes including paella, flan, and arroz y frijoles 

as a culminating activity to the very popular food unit.  

Students followed authentic recipes to create delicious 

dishes for their classmates.  Students were excited to share 

the ingredients and preparation involved using new vocabulary words learned. 

 

Fairfield County String Festival 

Friday, April 1, and Saturday, April 2, played host to the annual Fairfield County String Festival.  This 

festival brings together accomplished string students in grades 6-9 from the Fairfield County area to 

participate in one of three orchestras, led by guest conductors from all over the US.  The orchestras 

rehearsed for two hours on Friday and five hours on Saturday, and gave a stellar performance on 

Saturday afternoon.  Students must audition to be accepted, and this year six Weston students were 

chosen to represent our district.  These talented students are: 

¶ Ava Cho (6), violin, selected for the 6th/7th Grade Orchestra  

¶ Neil Kansal (7), cello, selected for the 6th/7th Grade Orchestra  

¶ Paige Schrader (7), bass, selected for the 6th/7th Grade Orchestra  

¶ Sarah Roberts (8), viola, selected for the 8th/9th Grade Orchestra  

¶ Natalie Schreder (8), viola, selected for the Honors Orchestra  

¶ Michael Blumenstock (9), cello, selected for the 8th/9th Grade Orchestra 

Congratulations, all, on a fantastic festival. 

 

Student Government Update 

Eighth grade students jumped to new heights at the SGAôs first off-campus social last month.  The 

event, held at Skyzone in Bethel, featured trampoline dodgeball, a foam pit, dinner, and a lot of laughs. 

Over 75 students attended the event, along with many parents and staff members.  The SGA is looking 

forward to hosting similar events in the future.  The next SGA Spirit Day is set for, Friday, April 22. 

Students are encouraged to wear their favorite earthy blues and greens to celebrate Earth Day and score 

some points for Warrior Day.  

 

Sixth-Grade Students Receive Responses From Real World Audiences 

A number of sixth-grade science and social studies students received responses to their Guardians of 

the Water Galaxy projects from real world audiences.  This interdisciplinary project tasked students 

with proposing a way to alleviate a water issue somewhere in the world.  Congratulations to the 

following students who received responses to their high-quality, evidence-based proposals: 

¶ Lauren Bigin received a response from Dara Johnston, Chief of Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

Section, UNICEF Somalia; 



¶ Audrey Mbwa-Mboma received a response from Adam Krantz, CEO, National Association of 

Clean Water Agencies;   

¶ Emma Ofer received a response from Dr. Scott Freeman, Professor and Environmental 

Anthropologist, American University;  

¶ Leia Pinals received a response from Adriano Vasquez, Director, Office of Civil Rights, United 

States Department of Agriculture;   

¶ Ellery Zych received a response from Pam Belluck, Health and Science Writer, The New York 

Times;   

¶ Shea Greene received a response from Deborah Klepp, Office of Environmental Quality and 

Transboundary Issues, US Department of State; and   

¶ Maya Albright received a response from Gina McCarthy, Administrator, US Environmental 

Protection Agency. 

 

Professional Development Update 

The math department had the opportunity to work with Singapore math expert Dr. Yeap Ban Har. 

Teachers observed Ban Har teach two classes at WMS and then engaged in meaningful discussions 

regarding designing lessons to differentiate to a wide range of learners and 

challenge all students at an appropriate level.  

        

Weston Intermediate School                                                                             Pattie Falber, Principal 
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Fifth-Grade Cornerstone 

Fifth-grade students are actively engaged in our annual Cornerstone assessment.  

This multidisciplinary task asks students to choose an issue of importance in our 

school community.  Some of these issues include bus safety, school lunch, and time 

for specials.  Students conduct research to determine why the issue exists and what 

can be done to make it better.  Finally, they create a presentation that explains their 

issue and offers specific, reasonable, and actionable suggestions for how to improve 



it in order to make WIS a better place.  Presentation mediums may be a 

PowerPoint, speech, movie, poster, or any other medium they feel will best 

impact their audience.  Along the way, students receive peer and teacher feedback 

on their work, and reflect upon what they learned.  Fifth-grade Cornerstone 

presentations give students the opportunity to have their voice heard and see how 

their suggestions have the power to improve the entire school community. 

 

Third Grade Mathematics 

To introduce polygons, closed/open figures, sides, angles, and vertices, 

several of the third-grade teachers began the unit by reading the book, 

The Greedy Triangle.  They had the students use craft sticks to represent 

each side.  As they read how the 

ñshapeshifterò changed shape, the students 

were asked to create the shape, and then 

discuss the names and how to remember the 

shapes as related to the number of sides.  

The students checked each otherôs polygons 

and gave productive feedback to each other 

to develop further understanding.  A 

common mistake in building their eight-

sided figure was using two sticks in a 

straight line, thus not creating an angle/vertex needed to create two sides 

instead of one. After discussion, students were able to see that although 

they used the correct number of sticks, they didnôt successfully make an 

eight-sided shape.  The students thoroughly enjoyed listening to the story and completing the activity.  

As Mrs. Larrabee commented, ñThe only problem with this lesson was the students didnôt want to stop 

when the book was over; they wanted to continue to try to make polygons with the most number of 

sides.ò 

 

St. Patrickôs Day 

The sounds of Irish jigs and folk melodies filled the hallways as students 

from the WIS Advanced String Ensemble greeted the students as they 

arrived to school on St. Patrickôs Day. The music helped us start the day 

with a little spring to our steps. Many also donned green to celebrate the 

day.    

 

Science Fair 

On Tuesday evening, March 29, WIS held its second annual Science Fair.  Over 160 fourth- and fifth-

grade students designed and carried out their own inquiry projects, and then presented them to an 

enthusiastic audience of families and friends.  The range of topics was impressive, and you couldnôt 

help but marvel at the creative and highly engaging experiments that were designed solely by the 

students.  Many thanks go out to the PTO parents and to Carolyn Vinton, our Curriculum Instructional 

Leader for Math and Science, who spearheaded this event.  Our students and faculty were able to view 

the projects throughout the following day, and many commented on how impressive the projects were.  


